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Mr. W. A. MANNING: I am not con-
cerned at this moment about that point.

The Minister for Mines: You should be.
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I believe that we

must face up to the present situation and
if the Government says it needs funds at
the moment and it can find a buyer for
these concerns, why should it not dispose
of them and obtain the necessary funds?
That is my argument. The fact that we
have done something in the past for some
reason or other should not concern us very
much now. It is necessary for us to meet
the needs of the moment, and the particu-
lar need seems to arise from a lack of loan
funds. If the Government is short of loan
funds, then it should realise on these in-
strumentalities to which I have referred.

Mr. May: What about the S.E.C.?
Mr. W. A. MANNING: I hope the Gov-

ernment will take some notice of this
motion. If it is finance that the Govern-
ment requires, this can be obtained if the
Government is Prepared to take the neces-
sary action.

Question put and negatived.

House adjourned at 8.53 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

COMO BEACH.
HYdrographic Survey.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) Has a recent hydrographic survey
been made of the river in the vicinity of
the Canning Bridge, Como Beach and
Melville foreshore areas, with a view to
determining whether the proposed new
beach at Como will remain stable?

(2) If there is such a report in existence,
will he lay it on the Table of the House?

(3) If no such report is In existence.
upon what basis is it claimed that the
Proposed new beach and the associated
sand-banks in the river will remain stable?

(4) How is the sum of £11,000, stated to
be additional cost for the proposed new
beach at Coma, made up?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) A hydrographic survey was made to

determine the depth of water and the*
suitability of material available for re-'
clamnation purposes.

(2) A copy of the report can be seen at
the office of the Director of Works.

(3) Answered by No. (2).
(4) The sum of £11,090 was the esti-

mated cost at 4s. per cubic yard to provide
at least an equivalent area of beach to
that now existing.

WATER SUPPLIES.
Meters and Assessments.

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON (for Hon. J. M. A.
Cunningham) asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Is it the policy of the Water Supply
Department in future to render t& the
public water-rate notices without meter
readings and showing only gallons used?
If so-

(a) What is the reason for this de-
cision?

(b) Was this decision referred to
Parliament?

(2) In the event of a meter becoming
damaged, or developing a fault, causing it
to cease registering, how does this affect
the asspessment of that consumer's account
in-

(a) the metropolitan area:
(b) the Goldfields area?

(3) If a water meter is suspected of
registering slightly out, during periodical
readings, is it possible to adjust the meter
to register either faster or slower without
removing it from the premises?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The existing policy of not Issuing

meter readings will continue for the
present, but it is under review. Experience
over the past six years has disclosed that
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the vast majority of consumers apparently
do not desire the information: and by re-
fraining from supplying same, the Govern-
ment effects substantial savings in annual
operating costs of the Goldfields and
country water supply undertakings on
which heavy'annual losses are being sus-
tained.

(a) See answer to No. (1).

(b) No.

(2) Water consumption is averaged in
accordance with the by-laws.

(3) Generally, domestic meters must be
removed when adjustment is necessary,
but Kennedy meters, which represent only
a small proportion of the meters in the
Goldfields area, can be adjusted on the
spot.

GOVERNMENT OFFICES.
Manning at Lunch Hours.

Hon. A. R. JONES asked the Minister
for Railways:

In view of the fact that the general
public are denied admittance to Govern-
ment offices to transact business on Sat-
days and many, therefore, are forced to
do so during their lunch break, Monday
to Friday, will the Government take steps
to overcome the difficult position which
exists at many of the public office counters
by having these counters fully manned
between 12 and 2 o'clock on each day in
such places as--

(a) the Electricity & Gas Depart-
ment;

(b) the Water Supply Department;
(c) Titles Office;
(d) Treasury stamp office:
(e) Railway booking office?

The MINISTER replied:

Government offices are open to the gen-
eral public from Monday to Friday In-
clusive, and not only during the lunch
break on those days as suggested in the
question.

Early consideration will be given to
the other suggestion in the question.

CATTLE.
Investigations Abroad to Improve Types.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Minister
for the North-West:

Will the Government give early con-
sideration to sending abroad to both South
Africa and America a competent officer,
preferably accompanied by a Minister, to
enable benefit to accrue to this State as a
result of Western Australia being brought
up to date with world progress in the

breeding of types of cattle suitable for our
pastoral conditions, particularly in view
of the fact that acknowledged world auth-
orities over 50 years of intense research
work in genetics in the evolving of breeds
of beef cattle for difficult environments.
have succeeded in at least two continents
in producing breeds giving carcass weights
over 100 per cent. higher than our exist-
ing Kimberley cattle, in types of country
of lower rainfall, but not very dissimilar
from conditions obtaining in the Kim-
berleys?

The MINISTER replied:
Immediate inquiries will be made as to

results of the importation of Zebu cattle
and Santa Qertrudis cattle into Australia
in effecting improvement in beef cattle in
semi-tropical areas. It cannot be assumed
that types of cattle evolved by close breed-
ing for many years for a particular locality
would necessarily succeed in another con-
tinent.

The Government considers that any
possibility for the mass improvement of
beef cattle in the Kimberleys and North-
ern Territory should not be neglected, and
will give consideration to a first-hand
investigation of overseas achievements
after studying data and experimental re-
sults which are available.

GOVERNMThENT TRAMS AND
BUSES.

Neglected Appearance.
Hon. A. R. JONES asked the Minister

for Railways:
(1) What is the reason for many of the

Government-owned trains and buses to
look so neglected and dilapidated in their
appearance?

(2) Does he agree that, generally speak-
ing, Government buses do not look so well
cared for as buses owned and run by pri-
vate companies?

The MINISTER replied: -

(1) Tramway vehicles receive regular at-
tention in the matter of cleaning and
painting. Tramecars are not painted as
frequently as buses as it is considered that
with the gradual replacement of these
vehicles by buses it would be uneconomic
to do so. During the year ended the
30th June. 1957, 25 omnibuses, 18 trolley
buses and four tramcars were renovated
and painted, whilst all vehicles are cleaned
and washed at least every two days.

(2) No.

'BILL-HONEY POOL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Hon. Sir Charles Latham
and read a first time.

BILL-LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Read a third time and passed.
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BILL-BILLS OF SALE ACT
AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. H-on.
W. R. Hall in the Chair; the Minister for
Paiways in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short. title and citation
(partly considered):

Clause put and passed.
Clause 2-agreed to.
Schedule:
Hon. H. K. WATSON: I mentioned yes-

terday that it is proposed to amend the
fees in the schedule, and that hereafter
any alteration in the fees will be pre-
scribed by regulation and niot by an
amendment of the Act. I think there is
much to be said for having the scale of
fees attached to the Act, if for no other
reason than the ready convenience of
finding out -what the fees are.

If the fees are in the schedule to an
Act they are readily accessible: whereas,
if they are in regulations, it means delv-
ing through gazettes and various places
trying to find out what the regulations do.
Not infrequently one finds that the regula-
tions are out of print. I believe that is so
wit-h regulations made under the Local
Courts Act. To test the feeling of the
Committee, I move an amendment-

That the words "passage 'the fee
pre-scribed by regulation made under
the Bills of Sale Act Amendment Act,
1914-1957 and until so prescribd'"in
lines 3 to 6 be struck out and the
word "words" inserted in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: As
the mover explained, this amendment is
to test the feeling of the Committee on
this paint. The object of the Bill is to
abolish the old practice of setting out a
scale of fees in an Act and adopting the
principle of fees being prescribed by regu-
lation. The only objection which Mr.
Watson mentioned was that Acts are
readily accessible whilst regulations are
not. But often Acts are out of print in
the same way as regulations may be in
short supply. I do not think anything
would be achieved by this amendment.
The view of the Government in thM4
matter is that the u'se of regulationz;
would facilitate adjustments to fees in-
stead of the Government having to bring
a Bill to Parliament to alter the fees. I
hope that the amendment will not be
agreed to.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: There is
a principle involved in this question.
While the Minister will tell us that this
is not a form Df taxation, it is a means
of revenue;' and therefore the public should
be able easily to obtain information as
to just what fees are Prescribed. If regu-
lations are not readily available, and fees
are prescribed by regulation, it is difficult

for people to know where they stand;
whereas if fees are set out in the Act,
they are able to obtain copies of the
statutes without much bother.

We should make it as convenient as pos-
sible to the public to determine the fees
without having to chase around and see
what they are. In this case it is a small
fee; but it could quite easily be £5 or
£10 that it was intended to double, and
the people would not know the nature of
the increase.

H-on. 0. C. MacK.INNON: As I under-
stand regulations, they are framed in the
main around matters which are incidental
to an Act, and not part and parcel of it;
they generally deal with matters which
change frequently. As the Minister said,
this fee has not been changed since 1914,
and there is little likelihood that it will be
changed again in the near future. Had
this fee been set by regulation to the ori-
ginal Act which was passed in 1914, one
can imagine the difficulty in trying to
seek out the details. We should leave
it as part of the Act rather than have
it gazetted by regulation.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I understood
the Minister for Railways to say, as Mr.
MacKinnon remarked, that these lees had
remained stable for 40 years, and that
the likelihood of their being increased in
the near future was remote. Whether this
is a taxing measure is debatable, but the
outcome is not debatable. It is an in-
crease in a charge from which the Crown
derives further money.

The Minister for Railways: For a ser-
vice given.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Probably a
totally inadequate service.

The Minister for Railways: It is an in-
adequate charge.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH: I can think of
other circumstances where the service is
greater than it is in this ease, and for a
much smaller fee. If we allow the Gov-
ernment the machinery to increase the
fee by regulation, it could happen that
as soon as we left here the Government
would increase the fee exorbitantly. if
we then had the right to come back to
Parliament and move to disallow the regu-
lation it would be all right. But we could
not do that. This Bill would be establish-
ing a bad precedent.

If we are to have a measure from which
the Government derives benefit, whether
it be for a service or not, Parliament is
the proper place to deal with it, par-
ticularly in view of the fact that the Min-
ister has said that it is not expected that
the Government will come back to Par-
liament for another increase for some
time. Let us allow the increase; but any
further increases should not be made by
regulation.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
While it is conceded that an Act may be
accessible at any time, it must be ad-
muitted that when a regulation is promul-
gated it has to be published in the "Gov-
ernment Gazette."

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: No one reads
that.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Who
reads the Bills? This Bill will never be
published. No Press would dream of print-
ing this adjustment to the fees. Not even
the "Government Gazette" will print It.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Have you
ever tried chasing up details in the "Gov-
ernment Gazette"?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
would get much wider publicity in the
"Government Gazette" than in an Act.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Not nearly
as much.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
gets as much publicity as there are copies
printed.

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Not too many
statutes are printed.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: And
very few are read. The hon. member has
already complained of how little publicity
is given to the proceedings of Parliament,

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: I would sup-
port you if you provided that they be
published in a newspaper and that the
newspaper concerned should bear the
expense.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
might be going outside our jurisdiction if
we did that. I hope members will agree
to permit these fees to be prescribed by
regulation in future. It is merely to save
Bills being printed and brought to Parlia-
ment for minor adjustments. It is not a
taxation measure but a charge for services
rendered by the department. Members of
practically all the boards I know have
their fees prescribed by regulation. To say
there would be no opportunity to control
exorbitant charges if they were not pre-
scribed in the Act is not correct, because
the mere fact that regulations must be
tabled in itself controls the department or
even the Government. They would not
put up ridiculous propositions with which
Parliament would not be likely to agree.

Amendment put anLd a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes .... .. . .. . ... 13

Majority for . .. 2

Hon. N. E. Baxter
Hon. L. C. Diver
Hon. A. F. Griffith
Hion. A. R. Jones
Hon. Sir Chas. Latham
Hon. L. A. Logan
Ron. G. MacKinnfonl

es.
Ron. R. C. Mattiske
Hon. J1. Murray
Hon. 0. H. Simpson
Ron. R. K. Watson
Hon. F. D. WIlimot
Hon. J. MI. Thomson

(Teller.)

Noes.
Hon, 0. Bennetts Hon. F. R, H. Lavery
Hon. J1. Cunningham Hon. H. 0. Strickland
Hion, E. MI. Davies Hon. J. D. Teahan
Hon. E. MI. Heenan Ron. F. J. S. Wise
Hon. R, F. Hutchison Hon. W. F. Willesse
Hon. 0. E. Jeffery (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.
Progress reported.

BILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS ACT

CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [3.5]:
Like Mr. Watson, I believe it is high time
that this legislation was dispensed with.
Over the years, we have more or less
whittled the legislation down since the
time when the housing situation was very
serious just after the war. Throughout
thdse years the position in Western Aus-
tralia has become so good that I would
say there was no need for restrictive
legislation of this nature.

The Bill provides for the continuance
of a certain section of this Act until the
end of August next year; and of another
section, until December next year. I
would particularly like to deal with the
section it is proposed to continue until
August next. One part deals with the
necessity for the compulsory giving of 28
days' notice to a tenant,

Over the last 12 months--and before
that time-there has been no necessity for
this provision, owing to the development
of unemployment, etc., and the irrespon-
sibility of some people, who have taken
this section to mean they could gain an
advantage on somebody.

In many instances--there are quite a
number that I know of-people have not
paid their rent for some two or three
weeks before they have been given 28
days' notice to quit the premises. The
landlord has then been left in the posi-
tion of not getting three weeks' rent before
the tenant received the notice. The land-
lord does not get any rent for the 28-day
period during which the tenant has notice:
and, to make the situation worse, it is
approximately another four weeks before
he can take the matter to court to obtain
an eviction order.

Therefore, the average time taken from
when the tenant does not pay his rent
until the ease is before the court is some-
where in the vicinity of 12 weeks, and
the landlord has lost that amount of rent.
in practically all cases he has no chance
of recovering the amount involved; be-
cause,' if he took the person concerned to
court to obtain recovery, he would find
that he had nothing; the man's wages
would have been spent week by week, and
the landlord would be sending good money
after bad.
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Hon. J. Mcl. Thomson: Is the period Since I have been a member of this
12 weeks?

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: Yes. Under the
Act, a tenant could cease paying rent;
and before he left the premises, 12 weeks
could elapse. It is disgraceful for a State
to have legislation under which People
can deliberately not pay rent for a pro-
perty in which they are living for a period
of 12 weeks. However, that is the posi-
tion, if we are going to have legislation
of this nature on our statute book. It
will be a poor show if we continue the
Act. At present, in this State, every land
agent is able to say, week after week.
that properties are coming back into his
hands and are available for rental.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: At what figure?
Hon. N. E. BAXTER: In addition, In-

quiries for rental houses have decreased
terrifically during the last 12 months. The
number of vacant houses has increased
to a great degree, and today it does not
take a person very long to obtain rental
premises at a reasonable figure. The
Minister for Housing boasts of the marvel-
lous job which has been done in regard to
housing. There is no doubt that we are
far ahead of the other States in Australia.
ahd the position today is that the demands
on the State Housing Commission are
decreasing considerably.

I think we all recognise the fact that
a lot of applications before the Housing
Commission for rental homes are from
people to whom the commission will never
give a home for certain reasons; and, if
a record or check were made of those appli-
cants who were genuine and fitted to go
into State rental homes, the proportion
would be very small. Only recently, the
newspapers stated that there were some
107 vacant houses. The answer to a query
about the situation was to the effect that
the houses were vacant for renovation.
That means that 107 houses had been
vacated by people and are either available
or have been filled. Therefore, one can
realise how much better the position is and
how unnecessary it is to continue legisla-
tion of this type.

Mr. Watson pointed out the number of
cases before the Fair Rents Court, and
they are so small that it is apparently not
worth while retaining the court. I believe
that if we got back to a treaty on rents
between the landlord and tenant, with a
normal seven days' notice for a tenant
to quit the Premises, we would not be
doing much harm; and it is high time we
did away with this legislation. I have no
intention of supporting the second read-
ing.

HON. F. R. H. LAVERY (West) [3.12]:
While I agree with quite a lot that Mr.
Watson had to say in regard to the im-
provement of conditions, I do not agree
that it is such that this legislation should
be removed from the statute book.

House, two-thirds of my work outside the
House has been taken up with housing
matters. I have made a speciality of this
subject just the same as some may have
done with company law. Mr. Watson wvas
probably right in regard to what he had
to say in connection with office accom-
modation; that it is more plentiful than
it was 12 months ago. That also applies
to housing; but it does not affect the
group of people who earn the basic wage.
When I say "basic wage," I am referring
to those people who may receive a margin
as high as £2 10s. a week.

While we are told by the Minister that
the housing position has improved to such
an extent that the people are refusing
homes. I think it should be pointed out
that one of the major reasons is that the
homes being offered are not in a suitable
locality for the people's employment.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: They must be too
fussy.

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: Would the
hon. member like a house at Medina if
he worked for the Perth Roard Board?

Hon. N. E. Baxter: It would be better
than no home.

Hon. F. R. H. LAVERY: I have tried
just as hard to secure homes for people
who have moved from my electorate into
electorates north of the city, as I try for
those remaining in my electorate. The
Housing Commission is constantly faced
with the problem of people who cannot
accept homes offered to them because
those homes are too far from their plate
of employment. Again, one family might
require a two-bedroomed home, while an-
other might need a home with three bed-
rooms and perhaps a sleep-out in addi-
tion.

People with varying needs are being
offered homes as their priority positions
are reached; but if the homes offered are
not suitable they are prepared to wait a
further 12 months in order to secure what
meets their requirements. Of course there
are some people who refuse the house
offered to them, perhaps because their
kitchen dresser will not fit into the modern
type of kitchen that is often built along-
side the lounge room-a shocking piece of
architecture-and I have no sympathy for
those in that category. I do not think
we should worry about those who turn
down a house because their furniture does
not suit it, although such instances might
constitute anything up to 7 per cent, of
the refusals to take homes offered today.

The number of homes built south of
the river by the State Housing Commission
in the last 12 months is low in comparison
to the number built on the north side.
In reply to a letter to the Minister with
regard to the Cockburn Road Board area
we were informed that no homes are to
be built there in the next financial year,
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as they are all to be built during that
period in the satellite city north of Perth.
The result will be that people working in
the Fremiantle area will have to wait an-
other 18 months or two years for homes
as naturally they will refuse to accept
houses at Nollamara.

There are also many people who cannot
aff ord to pay high rents. I know a man
who arrived here on the 2nd February with
his wife and three sons, aged 17, 14 and
12 years respectively. He was invited here
by someone who nominated him, but who
left five days after the family arrived, in
order to go to the Eastern States. Dur-
ing that short time the new arrival could
not qualify for a house from the State
Housing Commission, and the cheapest
private accommodation he could secure
south of the river was a two-bedroomed
house, with only the kitchen furnished,
for £8 8s. a week. After canvassing the
Fremantle agents for nearly four months.
he eventually obtained an unfurnished
house for £5 5s. a week. That may be
a reasonable rental for a man earning
£20 a week; but it is too much for a marx
earning only £ 14 4s. per week, with three
sons, only one of whom is working. There
are plenty of houses available for rent,
but the rentals asked are beyond the means
of many people.

Hon. N. E. Baxter: You think the
State Housing Commission homes are the
only ones that are any good.

Hon. F. R. H-. LAVERY: No; many
people are not happy with some of them,
and particularly those that were imported
urgently to overcome an acute shortage at
one stage. They are by no means suit-
able houses. It is no use saying that evic-
tions do not take place now, because they
still continue. The fact is, that although
the numbers of eviction may be reduced,
there are still some difficult landlords. A
Maltese man bought two semi-detached
cottages in North Fremantle and built a
beautiful front on them, But the interiors
are still the old stonework, with water-
marks on the walls, and the North Fre-
mantle health inspector has ordered that
a new roof be put on the building. The
landlord charges £5 5s. per week for those
cottages empty, as well as £1.5 key money,
as a deposit.

A lady who occupies one of those cot-
tages thought that £5 5s. a week rent was
too high and went to the Fair Rents Court.
I think an officer of the court may have
been to blame; but at all events, when
the case came before the court, it was
thrown out because the complaint had been
made out in the name of the tenant's
daughter and not that of the tenant. Fol-
lowing that there was a note left under
this lady's door the next morning, as
follows:-

To avoid many inconvenience that
will be derived fram this matter. I
suggest you that you withdraw your

complain and I will send you a notice
to shift in the 28 days to your wishes.
And as soon you leave the house You
get your £1.5 that you have pay as
security. If you refuse this generous
claim (1) you have no any chance to
get any reduction because I have
document to prove that this house her
cost is superior to the rent.
(2) You remain always here.

(3) All the damages caused by you
will be in your charge. Now at your
choice. If you do not answer me be-
fore tomorrow morning I consider that
you refuse my offer.

There are many landlords who are not
vicious, but stupid; and although this lady
has now received an eviction order, there
is no Housing Commission house available
for her. It Is obvious that many housing
problems still remain; I hope the House
will continue this measure for a further
12 months, although I do not think that I
will in future be asking for any further
extension. I support the Bill.

MON. L. C. DIVER (Central) [3.253:
When this continuance legislation was last
before the House, I supported its extension
for 12 months. But that period has now
elapsed, and we are again asked to decide
whether the Act should be extended fur-
ther. Mr. Lavery and other speakers
have asked us to agree to continue the
legislation for another 12 months because
of the shortcomings of Government policy
in deciding to build homes to the north of
the city instead of providing them in areas
where the people requiring them work. Mr.
Lavery instanced a case of where aL land-
lord and tenant could not agree, but It
would appear to mec that there were faults
on both sides.

I think It must be admitted that the
stage has been reached where no great
hardship is being inflicted on anyone In
the matter of housing. I am a great be-
liever in the law of supply and demand:
and I would suggest that anyone who does
not share that view should tour through
any suburb, because in all parts of the
metropolitan area there are to be seen
homes without window blinds, obviously
vacant. Only three or four years ago it
was said that we would see no empty homes
for a great number of years-

Hon. G. Bennetts: Poor homes, at big
rentals.

Hon. L. C. DIVER: I am referring to
State rental and war service homes, only
three or four years old: and it is not a
question of the private landlord, but of the
biggest landlord in the country.

Hon. F. R.. H. Lavery: There were 139
State houses vacant out of a, total of 24,000
last week.

Hon. L. C. DIVER: The figures are re-
versed now compared to what they were
when I entered this House. Today thete
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are many empty homes, and the vast
majority of the people have satisfactory
accommodation. I cannot support the
continuance of this legislation for a fur-
ther 12 months.

HON. SIER CHARLES LATHAM (Cen-
tral) [3.30): The other day a lady ap-
proached. me and asked me to go to the
owner of the house she was occupying to
persuade him to take out an eviction order
against her. I was very surprised, and I
said, "Do you want me to do that?" She
replied, "Yes; it is the only way I have
of getting a house. I can only get a house
if the owner evicts me, but he will not do
it." Somebody had told her that I have
some persuasive power, but I did not take
much time in dissuading her. I said,
"There have been many things I have
been asked to do. but I certainly will not
approach the owner to take out an evic-
tion order against you," I know that if
I had taken such action I would have been
placed In a very awkward position.

The Minister for Railways: Why did
she want to move?

.Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: She did
not care for the house she was in. I agreed
with her that her accommodation was
poor; but the officers of the State Hous-
ig Commission are not interested in the
type of accommodation a tenant has. So
long as a person has a roof over his head.
that is all the commission is interested in.
However, that was the reason given by
this woman: she wanted to go into a house
which provided decent accommodation. I
could only agree with her, of course, that
living in substandard accommodation has
a demoralising effect on the occupants,
especially on young people. Further, it
does not give the tenant any Incentive to
keep it clean because one's labours in
such circumstances are often wasted.

Hon. E. M. Davies: Did she have an
application for a State rental home before
the State Housing Commission?

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I do not
know whether her contention was right
or wrong, but I was quite convinced that
in her own mind she thought that so long
as an eviction order was issued against
her by the owner she would be successful
in being granted a State rental home.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: She would get
only temporary accommodation: that is
all.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I told
her that if I deliberately attempted to
have her evicted, I would be placed in a
very awkward position. Nevertheless, I
believe that the housing problem has been
solved: and until we bring more migrants
into this State, I do not think there is
any necessity for the continuance of the
legislation. However, should an emergency
arise in the future I would be quite agree-
able to having similar legislation placed

on the statute book, although I will admit
it is not always easy to do that. As an
alternative, I think that if we encourage
competition for the purpose of keeping
rents down the position will be much
better.

There are no houses available today at
a cheap rental. Even the State rental
homes are not cheap. There is no doubt
that, comparing the value of the E today
to what it was 10 years ago, rentals are
still not cheap. In my opinion, that is one
of the main reasons why the cost of living
in this country is so high. I do not intend
to support the Bill, and I hope the House
will not agree to the continuance of this
legislation.

HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban)
[3.34]: I was interested in the comments
made by Mr. Lavery, and I agree with
some of them. However, his remark that
people were refusing State rental homes
because they were not situated in a suburb
close to their place of work, brought to
my mind the number of times I have
endeavoured to get the State Housing
Commission to move a man and his family,
in similar circumstances, from one
suburb to another in order that he might
live close to his place of employment. If
the hon. member has met with better
treatment from the State Housing Com-
mission in that regard than I have, I
would like to know the secret of his suc-
cess.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Have no fears;
I haven't!

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: On the several
occasions that I have approached the
State Housing Commission to have a man
shifted from one place to another, I have
been told that the commission is not fav-
ourably disposed towards such a practice.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: I meant the
transference of a person from one State
rental home to another.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: When houses
were difficult to obtain, as distinct from
the position that prevails today, a man
was glad to get any home he could, and
at any place. In some instances men
were living in one suburb although their
place of work was in another, many miles
distant. Now that the housing problem
has been solved to a great extent, and
a man is spending more money on fares,
he is attempting to get a home closer to
his place of occupation. But the State
Housing Commission is not sympathetic
towards a man in such circumstances.

In very few instances have I been suc-
cessful in getting a man transferred from
one house to another. It matters little
whether it is a transfer from one State
rental home to another. The reason given
by the State Housing Commission for not
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encouraging such a practice is that it costs
the commission a great deal of money to
renovate the house that is vacated.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: Yes; it costs the
commission about £65 a house.

H-on. A. F. GRIFFITH: Nevertheless,
surely when there are houses vacant in
another suburb, the State Housing Com-
mission could grant a request for a tranis-
fer. However, what will probably offset
that position is the fact that we have
read in the Press that the Minister for
Housing intends to pull down some of the
temporary housing accommodation.

Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: I would not agree
to that.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFTH: No; but that
would lead us to believe that the hous-
ing situation is not so bad as it would
appear. It all boils down to the fact that
if a person refuses to take a house that is
offered to him, that is the end of his ap-
plication for all time.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: His name goes
back 12 months on the list.

Hen. A. F. GRIFFITH: He certainly
goes back a long way before he has an-
other chance to obtain a house; and, in
fact, it would virtually be the end of his
application. I remember when a debate
similar to this was in progress in this
House two years ago, and we were told
that if we did with the Bill what we
threatened to do with it, virtually thou-
sands of people would be thrown into
the streets. Every member who was in
the House in those days will recall the
exclamations of the Chief Secretary on
the question. He said, "You will live to
rue the day If you throw this legislation
out, because virtually thousands of people
will be thrown out on to the streets."

The Minister for Railways: Two years
ago. I

Hon. E. M. Davies: And there were
many thrown out on to the streets, too.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: It was only 12
months ago-I am speaking purely from
memory-when the Chief Secretary, in
this House, said that he would be ex-
tremely disappointed If he were obliged
to bring before this House the following
year a continuance Bill such as that which
we have before us at the moment.

Hon. P. R. H. Lavery: He was disap-
pointed, too.

Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Now we have
Mr. Lavery saying that he will be disap-
pointed if he sees a continuance Bill
brought before the House next year. Can
I ask the Minister for Railways here and
now: Is this the finish? Will this Bill
be the end of this legislation?

Hon. R. F. Hutchison: I think there is
still a need for it.

Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: I am putting
the question to the Minister. Can an as-
surance be given to us that this will be
the final 12 months for the enactment
of this legislation? If even a hint can be
given that this will be the last 12 months,
I am prepared to vote for this legislation
to enable the existing Act to be continued
for another year, although I do not think
it is really necessary. Experience has
Proved that the predictions that were
made in the past and the castigations of
my friend, Mr. Watson-cruel, in some in-
stances-that were uttered on the public
platform during the last election, have
proved to be so false that it is a pity some-
thing cannot be done about them.

If there is the slightest indication that
there will be no necessity for another Bill
of this nature to be introduced next Year,
I am prepared to say to the Government,
'So far as I am concerned you can leave
the existing legislation on the statute book
for another 12 months."' I do not think
it is doing any real harm; and if that is
so, in the circumstances, there is no real
need to remove It from the statute book.
Therefore, I will support the second read-
ing of the Bill, and I hope this will be
the last occasion on which we will see
similar legislation brought before this
House.

BION. Rt. F. HUTCHISON (Suburban)
[3.42]: I am of the opinion that so long
as the Government considers that this
legislation is necessary we should vote for
its retention. I want to disabuse those
members in whose minds is the thought
that there was nothing wrong with the
rejection of similar legislation some time
ago. No act could have been more cruel
than the throwing out of the Bill on that
occasion.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not cast a reflection on the vote of
this H-ouse, please.

Hon. R. F. HUTCHISON: At times I get
quite confused on what I am permitted to
do. I understood that one could express
one's views on legislation that is before
the House and also legislation that had
been passed by this House. I will continue
to say that much suffering was caused by
the throwing out of the rents and tenan-
cies Bill on that occasion. Because People
without homes were not seen on the
streets, that does niot mean to imply that
they had homes to live in.

What happened was that they doubled
up in the homes of their relatives to live
under worse conditions than those in
which they existed during the war. That
is what actually happened. And that was
brought about because of the evictions as
a result of a shortage of houses. Another
important contributing factor was the
spiral in rents which People could not
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afford to pay. Houses are easier to ob-
tain today, but there are still many hard-
ships being suffered by many people be-
cause of the housing situation.

If we did not have as Minister for Hous-
ing the man we have in office at the
moment, our housing situation would still
be in a, state of chaos. The people of West-
ern Australia owe a great debt of gratitude
to the present Minister for Housing for
the wonderful efforts he has made to solve
the problem. It was his courage that
brought about the solution. That is why
members do not hear of so many evictions
today.

I know the Government has had to
alter its policy to a great extent because
people who should have been granted
houses long ago have had to wait in order
that preference may be given to those who
have been evicted from their homes. In-
stead of being put on the street, the evictee
had to be accommodated In a house that
should have been granted to someone else.
So I do not want any member of this
House to say that no hardship was caused
because that is not so. It was caused right
through by spiralling prices due almost
solely to rents in the two years.

The cost of houses today is far beyond
what is fair and proper. It is true, as
Mr. Lavery said, that People are not go-
ing into houses because they cannot get
houses of any standard at all-dear as
the State Housing Commission homes are
-which people on ordinary wages can
afford. Extreme suffering is caused among
aged people and those on low incomes and
on pensions.

I could draw a picture and present it
here in photographic form so that the
position could be illustrated clearly. I am
sure members cannot understand unless the
position is shown in picture form to illus-
trate the suffering which exists. I do
not want anyone to be smug about this
question. I want people to know that the
most drastic action taken by this House
was the disallowance of the rents and ten-
ancies Bill1 when I first came here. We
have made people suffer and we have done
what we should not have done.

Now there is not very much in the legis-
lation that can protect the people, al-
though it may protect a few disabled ex-
servicemen. It may also protect a few
unfortunate pensioners about whom a few
crocodile tears have been shed. Some
such protection might be given to a few,
but there is very little protection to the
majority of the people.

One of the reasons for the few applica-
tions made to the court is that it costs
a person five guineas to apply to the court.
People know full well that all they can
get from the court is 28 days' grace at
the outside, and they do not think that
is worth the money. They Put up with
inconveniences and suffering: they go to

relatives until they can be fixed up. That
is the main reason why there are not
many more applications to the Fair Rents.
Court. The very protection talked about
is not available, and there is not much in
the legislation, although it affords protec-
tion to some people. The people who
really require protection are the needy ones
and we should not put them to the ex-
pense of having to apply to the court for
it.

The Government must have thought this
legislation necessary, otherwise it would
not have brought the Bill forward. This
House could at least be wide enough in
its conscience as to allow the protection
that should be given to the very needy
people.

Hon. J. McI. Thomson: For 12 months.

Hon, R. F. HUTCHISON: I would not
say for 12 months, but for as long as the
protection is required. I will not have a
time limit on any legislation dealing with
human lives. Something may come up
within the next 12 months which requires
protection of these people. On those
grounds I support the Bill,

BON. A. R. JONES (Midland) 13.491: I
am not supporting the Bill, for I believe
the time has arrived when the State
generally is not badly off with regard to
housing. It is a fact, of course, that in
some towns and some cities there is still
a shortage of housing. But it is also known
that in some places housing is not a
problem at all.

While the Minister has been held up to
us as having done a very good job, I would
suggest there is still room for improve-
ment. Because of his judgment: or the
judgment of the Government-I would
not know which-houses have been built
in places where they were not needed;
and the building of houses ha-s been neg-
lected in places where it is obvious they
were needed.

To illustrate this I suggest that one look
at Collie and see how many State rental
homes are available, and then go to
Geraldton and find out how difficult it is
to obtain a house there. But because I be-
lieve that the position has improved so
generally, and because I believe this legis-
lation which is on the statute book at the
moment gives protection only to the
tenant, it should go.

The point has been raised by many
speakers that rents are very high today
as compared with some years previously
or prewar. I remember when living at
Midland Junction that a four-room house
with a back verandah, laundry, washing
facilities and bathroom facilities on the
back verandah, brought a, rental of £1 or
25s. a week. Today in the same locality
one can obtain the same type of house
for £2 1s., and-in some instances-23
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los. a week. When one relates those ren-
tals in the two Periods I have mentioned
to the then basic wage and the basic wage
of today, it will be seen that rentals now
are lower than they were in 1939.

Hon. Rt. P. Hutchison: That is all rot!
Hon. A. ft. JONES: I venture to say

that the private home-owner is prepared
to let a house today at a cheaper rental
than the State Housing Commission.
Some time ago I was pestered by a person
living in Moors. to do what I could to im-
prove the lot of himself and his family. I
believe that the house in which they lived
was substandard. I did all I could.
Eventually I got them put higher up on
the list so that they were offered a house
by the State Housing Commission in quick
time. When the terms of the contract
were presented to them they would not
take the house because the rental was £3
l5s., and they were paying only £1I a week.
They would not take the house offered
because the rental was too high. I do
not know what can be done for people
of that type.

It was not a case of that person re-
ceiving a poor salary, because I made
inquiries from the garage in which he
worked. He was receiving £16 a week in
wages; but he was not prepared to pay
less than one-quarter of that in rental,
although on the basis of comparison the
rental was less in relation to his wage
than what he had to pay in 1939. Where
does one begin or stop with such people?
H-ow does one make up one's mind as to
whether one is being fair or not fair to
them?

As Mr. Diver said, one can drive around
the suburbs here and see almost in every
street a place offered for sale or to let.
As Mr. Watson pointed out the other
night, one can read columns of "To Let"
advertisements in the newspapers. Flats
in huge numbers are offered for letting.

Hon, R. IF. Hutchison. Yes, at seven or
eight guineas a week.

Hon. A. R. JONES: The hon. member
who persists in her interjections and
makes silly statements, says, "At seven or
eight guineas a week." That might be so.
It must be remembered that those flats
are in selected areas where people earn-
ing between £25 and £30 a week like and
want to live, and are prepared to, pay
the seven or eight guineas. I venture to
say that most of those places would be
furnished. A furnished fiat in a good
locality with all modern conveniences is
worth seven or eight guineas a week.

With so many houses available today.
the position will be that owners who
wanted £4 a week rent and have not been
successful for three or six months in ob-
taining It, will reduce the rent to £3 l0s.-If they cannot get that, they will be pre-
pared to let the houses for £3 a week be-
fore very long. This business is governed
by the law of supply and demand, and
the position will work out.

By keeping this legislation on the
statute book we will be harbouring one
person-the bad tenant. it may be felt
that there are no bad tenants, but there
certainly are. Unfortunately, there are
a few bad landlords, too; and Mr. Logan
will probably tell us of one or two he
knows. I know of one case where the his-
tory of a family was traced. I spoke to
the agent who handled the business only
last night. It is the habit of that family
to go into a house, to pay the rent for a
certain time and then to miss out. On
a good story being told, the rental is left
in abeyance for two or three weeks. When
the agent finds they are not coming up
with the rental, he decides to give notice
to quit; but 28 days' notice is necessary.

As Mr. Easter pointed out, without my
going into more detail, it is possible, but
very improbable, that a person will be put
out of a house in less than three months,
because it requires that time to take all
the necessary steps for eviction. In the
meantime, no rental is being paid. The
court is then approached again in order
to get the back rental. In many cases
when an approach is made to the court the
tenants offer 5s. or 2s. 6d. per week in
settlement of arrears of rent. An order
may be given against them, and they pay
the amount for two or three weeks before
missing out again. Ultimately the owner
or agent gives UP all hope of getting the
arrears of rent. So three months' rent is
virtually gone plus the expenses which the
landlord has to foot.

I am prepared to vote against the con-
tinuanice of the legislation, because we
cannot amend It to give more protection
to the owner or the agent of the owner.
I consider that we have had sufficient, of
the legislation. I believe that within 12
months there will be very few people who
are not housed, although perhaps not as
well as they would have liked. I venture
to suggest that if we put some people in
the best homes, in 12 months' time those
places would be in the same state as the
houses in which they are living at present,
and the good houses would become hovels
in no time.

In MY opinion we cannot cater for all
people. We can make home ownership
easier. After that point is reached it Is
up to the individuals themselves. I notice
that building contractors are advertising
and encouraging home ownership. We
should all give encouragement in that
direction. It is the first want of every
person to own his home.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: That is the policy
of the State Housing Commission.

Hon. A. Rt. JONES: I1 am pleased to
hear it. I am aware that builders are ad-
vertising to build houses. All that the
client must put up is a block of land and
£200; and in some cases, less. For that the
builders are prepared to erect homes. I
saw an advertisement only the other day
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with those conditions, and with weekly
repayments of £2 10s. That is very good
encouragement indeed. The longer we
string this legislation on the statute book
the longer will we delay private home
ownership.

Sitting suspended from 4 p.m. to 4.19 p.m.

HBON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [4.19]:
I am convinced that the action taken by
this House over the years in refusing con-
trol and protection has resulted in the
housing position being so much better
today than it would otherwise have been.
The action we took may have seemed hard
at the time-it was taken by both Govern-
ments-but it resulted in the Government
and the individual being forced to do
something which, had there been exces-
sive control and protection, would not
have been accomplished.

Right up to 1956 1 was one of those
who voted to minimise control as much
as possible, until we got to the stage where,
as far as rents and tenancies were con-
cerned, we had two clauses left in the Bill
that was then before us--one dealing with
rent control-the Pair Rents Court-and
the other with eviction. At that stage I
believed we could at least leave those two
items on the statute book for another 12
months to see just what the position was.

Whilst I am not very particular which
way the Bill goes, one or two things have
recently been brought to my notice which
make me give the matter some thought.
I speak mainly of the Geraldton area.
Had the Minister for Housing-Mr.
Graham-been such a wonderful Minis-
ter, I would not be supporting the Bill at
the moment. One of the first things he
did when he took office was to come to
Geraldton to study the position, and by
some peculiar reasoning he told us at the
time that we required only seven homes.
He said this despite the fact that the
council and everyone else was clamouring
for houses. Because of his peculiar sense
of reasoning then, our home-building pro-
gramme was delayed for a Period of 12
to 18 months: and even today Geraldtcin
has not caught up with the position. This
is because of the action of the Present
Minister for Housing who, some people
seem to think, is such a wonderful Person.

Because of the dearth of housing at
Geraldton, the representative of a firm-
he was recently transferred there-has
had difficulty in getting accommodation.
He could find only two suitable Places.
one of which belonged to a new Austra-
lian who was out of the country and who
wanted seven guineas a week rent. The
other was owned by a member of the
A.LP., and he wanted 10 guineas.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: Shame!
Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I venture to say

that for the seven-guinea premises a ren-
tal of £4 10s. would be fair, and that six

guineas or seven guineas would be a fair
rent for the other. Because of the dearth
of houses at Geraldton, I am inclined to
support the measure for another 12
months. On the other hand, I know of
a working man who has sub-let a home
-he left it for specific reasons, to live
somewhere else. This place has gone to
rack and ruin. The furniture was left
in it, and the rent has got behind to the
extent of about £20. The tenants pay
a little now and again. There we have
a working man taking advantage of an-
other working man. Wthilst this class of
legislation remains, that is the kind of
thing that happens. Apparently, some
members want it to continue.

I have had to weigh these two sets
of circumstances in the balance to find
cut what I think is the correct procedure
to adopt. The fact that only a few people
have gone to the Fair Rents Court-it
has applied only to the metropolitan
area-does not give the true position: and
the fact that houses are vacant here and
there, does not give the true position.

Whilst to a certain extent I agree with
Mr. Lavery that It is too far for men to
go to work from the homes provided by
the Housing Commission, I do appreciate
what Mr. Watson said: that had the Gov-
errnent built houses in the correct places,
this Problem would not be with us today.

However, I have given the problem a
great deal of thought; and provided no-
thing unforeseen happens within the
next 12 months, I am prepared to sup-
Port the measure. But I certainly do not
intend that it shall continue beyond 1958.
However, until such time as the position
does improve-I believe everything is set
for an improvement to be made-I support
the second reading.

HON. C. H. SIMPSON (Midland) [4.26]:
1 am one of those who believe that in
regard to certain portions of the State
at least there could be some merit in
allowing these controls to continue for a
further 12 months. I have lively mem-
ories of introducing a continuance mea-
sure-not to the present Act but one
somewhat related to it-in the old days
when I was Leader of the House; and
I can recall that Mr. Watson then led
the debate very effectively for the oppo-
sition, but we usually ended up with a
considerable easement of the various con-
trols.

I think all members will agree that he
probably knows more about rents in the
various transition stages than any other
member of either House of Parliament of
Western Australia. So far as the city
is concerned, I am in complete accord
with the suggestions he has brought for-
ward: but it so happens that in the main
town in the area I1 represent there is a
definite shortage of houses. I do not
think that simply to allow the Fair Rents
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Court to continue would quite cover the
position of some of the intending home
owners and, in some cases, of the tenants
themselves.

I have several applications in hand, and
I know that one chap who asked for a
rental home about 18 months ago, fin-
ally, when he found there was no possible
chance of getting one for a long time,
changed his application to one for a pur-
chase home. This application was back-
dated to the date of his first applica-
tion for a rental home, but he will still
have to wait for eight or 12 months be-
fore he gets his house. This is a man
who came to the State and who is em-
ployed on a fishing trawler. He is a valu-
able member of the crew, and requests
have been made that he be retained be-
cause of his value and because he, him-
self wants to remain here with his wife
and f amily.

The progress of the Housing Commis-
sion-which was started, I think in Mr.
Wise's regime-has extended over the
years and the commission has done a
very good job In providing houses for the
State. I point out that it fell to the
McLarty-Watts Government to do a lot of
the work in connection with the prepara-
tion of the machinery for putting into
effect the aims of the commission. It had
to arrange for supplies of seasoned timber
and the other materials that go into the
construction of a house-even to provid-
ing for the construction of brickworks,
which I believe are unpayable propositions
now, but at the time were an urgent
necessity.

All these things had to be done. The
people who have run the commission have,
on the whole, done a very good job, al-
though they have often been severely criti-
cised for being an instrument of socialism
and that sort of thing. Conditions, gen-
erally speaking, are easing over the whole
State; but, unfortunately, the provision of
homes has not been equally spread over
the State. While some areas have ample
housing accommodation, others are short,
and it is because I know of the shortages
which exist in some areas that I think
this legislation should continue for another
12 months. With other members I would
be pleased then to see it whittled down
until only the fair rents provision remains.

On motion by I-on. J. Mcl. Thomson, de-
debate adjourned.

BILL-NOLLAMARA LAND VESTING.
Second Reading.

HON. W. F. WILLESEE (North) [4.311:
in moving the second reading said: This
legislation will be known as the Nollaniara
Land Vesting Act, and it has been intro-
duced to enable completion of an arrange-
ment for financial assistance from the
Commonwealth for housing development
by the State.

Since 1950 the State Housing Commis-
sion, by negotiation and resumption, has
acquired a large area of land north of
Perth on the eastern side of Wanineroo-
rd. This area has been named Nollamara
and forms part of the Mirrabooka State
Housing project. As a result of confer-
ences between the Housing Commission,
the Town Planning Department and the
Perth Road Board, the area has been re-
designed. The resultant resubdivislon will
entail the re-location of a number of roads
in more appropriate situations.

A number of lots in the area already
had privately-owned houses on them; and
in order that the re-subdivision could be
carried out properly, it was necessary that
these lots become the Property for the
time being of the State Housing Com-
mission. A number of re-subdivisions have
been carried out in the metropolitan area,
usually by the local authority of the dis-
trict. In each case all the land concerned
has been acquired by the local authority
and, where necessary, after the subdivision,
returned to the original owners.

This Procedure was carried out with the
Nollamara land with one exception. In
this case the owner of the land was agree-
able to the transaction, which would have
increased the area of her two lots from
1 rood 7.4 Perches to 1 rood 13.3 perches.
However, her two sons, who hold a caveat
over the lots, refused to withdraw their
caveat against the existing certificate of
title. As a result it has been necessary,
in Clause 6 of the Hill, to authorise the
Registrar of Titles to register a transfer
of the lots to the Housing Commission
without the consent of the caveators.

Hon. A. F. Griffith: Do you know why
this is different to any normal Rousing
Commission resumption?

Hon. W. F. WILLESEE: I think the
Bill sets out the reasons for this action.
The Hill Provides that immediately the re-
subdivision is completed the adjusted lots
will be re-transferred to the original pro-
prietor. These transactions will not in-
validate, in any way, the caveat, or the
mortgage on the land held by the Com-
monwealth Bank. The bank was agree-
able in the first place to the transfer of
the land, and it is the sons only who have
been responsible for the delay.

The main Purpose of the Bill is to obtain
authority to close those roads and right-
of-ways that will disappear as a result of
the re-subdivision and to vest in the Hous-
ing Commission the land resulting from
these closures. The Hill also seeks the
cancellation of a private drain reserve and
the vesting in the adjacent owners of the
land in the reserve.

Parliament's approval of this Bill Is re-
quested so that completion can be made
of an arrangement for financial assistance
by the Commonwealth for the erection of
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a further 150 war service homes at Nolla- T1 do not know whether many members
mara. at an approximate cost per home
of £3,000. 1 move-

That the Hill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. A. F. Griffith, debate
adjourned.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.

HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [4.35]
in moving the second reading said: This
is the second occasion on which I have
introduced an amendment to this legisla-
tion, because I introduced a similar Bill
last year. Although I did not intend to
introduce it this year, certain new factors
have cropped up, and the people concerned
feel that they are justified because of those
new factors which have arisen in the last
six months, in requesting an amendment
to the Licensing Act. If this Bill is agreed
to, it will mean that Sunday trading will
be extended to three hotels in the hills
areas-the Parkerville, the Mundaring and
the Mundaring Weir hotels--and also the
hotel at Rottnest and the Naval Base hotel
on the Rockingham-rd.

I do not think I am being unfair in ask-
ing members to agree to this legislation
when one considers the provisions of the
Act. The Act states that in order to be
eligible for Sunday trading a hotel must
be situated outside a radius of 20 miles
from the Perth Town Hall. If one looks
at the position fairly and squarely, one
realises that the Rockingham hotel, al-
though outside a radius of 20 miles of the
Perth Town Hall, is within 18 miles of
the City of Fremantle, and is permitted
to trade for the two one-hour sessions on
Sundays. The Sawyers Valley hotel is
practically the same distance by road
from Perth as the Parkerville and Mun-
dairing Weir hotels. So it can be seen
that the legislation as it exists is unfair to
certain hotelkeepers.

Whether members noticed it, I do not
know; but the Mundaring Weir hotel was
advertised for sale under the Bankruptcy
Act. This is a large hotel, and has been
well kept; but because of the electrifica-
tion of the pumping station, and because
certain forestry officers have been shifted
from the district, trade has dropped to
such an extent that there is no hope of
any licensee being able to carry on the
business successfully unless Sunday trad-
ing is granted.

The present licensee, whilst she has
been there, has done a marvellous job in
catering for the general public. People
seldom stay there for a week. but many
visitors go there for a vreek-end. However,
it is impossible to make a hotel of that
size pay unless it has a good bar trade; it
cannot exist on the residential side only.

have been to the Mundaring Weir hotel.
but it has 24 bedrooms; and I can assure
members that a hotel of that size takes a
lot of looking after. It needs a permanent
staff; otherwise the place soon becomes
dilapidated.

Mundaring Weir is quite an attraction to
tourists. But the main day for tourists is
Sunday; and if Sunday trading could be
extended to this hotel, it would make a
considerable difference to its income. If
Sunday trading were extended to the Mun-
daring Weir hotel, I venture to suggest
that the takings on that day alone would
be more than the takings for the whole of
the other days of the week.

Because people cannot get a drink on
Sundays at the Mundaring Weir hotel,
they go to Sawyers Valley; and during the
session, at lunch-time and in the after-
noon, one can see cars parked on either
side of the main road. This is a danger
to the public and presents a real traffic
hazard; and I know that the police are
concerned about it. But if Sunday trading
could be extended to the three hotels I
have mentioned, the cars would be dis-
persed, and there would not be the same
traffic problem on the main road.

Recently members of the Licensing
Court visited this area and, at the request
of the licensees, inspected the three hotels
I have mentioned. The court Is very satis-
fled with the job that the licensees are
doing, and told them that they would be
fully in accord if Sunday trading were
granted in those three cases. There is no
reason why these licensees should not get
consideration. They are on a par, so far
as location and trading is concerned, with
other small hotels in the hills districts;
and these days, as everyone knows, people
visit the hills areas to look at the scenery.

The hills are very popular, especially in
the winter for both city dwellers and
tourists and it is a pleasure if one can call
into any of these little places and have a
drink. All these hotels are well kept, and
I understand that the licensee of the
Parkerville hotel was told by members of
the Licensing Court that they realised she
had no chance of doing anything more
about the residential side of the hotel
unless she could get some additional
income from Sunday trading.

These small hotelkeepers are, in a sense,
bankers for the people of the district; they
are the confessors and the peacemakers
for a lot of people in the district. For in-
stance, somebody might be a little short
of money, and he will go to the publican
and ask for a couple of pounds to see him
through until pay day. That happens in
nearly every country town in the State:
and as a result, the publican becomes a
small banker. In addition, if a wife has
a dispute with her husband, or vice versa.
the publican is often called upon to act
as a peacemaker. Therefore, surely these
people should get some consideration.
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But what happens today, because they
are not permitted to trade on Sundays?
The people in the districts concerned want
a drink on Sunday so they go to Sawyers
Valley or Mt. Helena and spend the £1 or
El10ls. that they have saved for the pur-
pose. The result is that the publican who
is giving a service for the rest of the week
is deprived of the revenue from Sunday
trading.

I would like to assure members that the
three ladles who are running these estab-
lishments are very fine people. Their
hotels are well kept; and, as I mentioned
last year, between £7,000 and £:8,000 has
been spent on the ablution blocks at the
Mundaring hotel. In addition, the licensee
has installed a nice little saloon bar and
a beer garden, which is a very good set-up,
but it is not available for use on Sundays.
One cannot afford to spend that amount
of money on a place where trade is very
small unless one can receive some return
for it. Accordingly I suggest to the House
that this year we should realise the neces-
sity of giving these people this small con-
cession by way of trading in their business.

I know I will be asked by some mem-
bers: "Why should we agree to amend
the Licensing Act this year when we are
to have an all-party committee to inquire
into licensing?" But are we to have this
inquiry? Last year this House agreed to
a motion requesting the Government to
appoint a Royal Commissioner to inquire
into the Licensing Act. But what has
happened? Absolutely nothing. The only
information we have of any inquiry is that
the Government is prepared to appoint an
all-party committee-subject to the agree-
ment of all parties-to inquire into the
question of licensing.

Up to date, however, nothing whatever
has happened in relation to that matter.
We have got nowhere at all in that direc-
tion, Whether somebody is frightened to
come in I do not know; but although
this House agreed that an inquiry was
necessary we have not moved forward in
that direction. I merely bring that point
up because I feel it Is possible that that
argument could be used in opposition to
the Bill.

If it is fair enough for Sawyers Valley
and Mt. Helena and Rockingham to have
Sunday trading it should be fair enough
for these people who are equidistant from
Perth by road. When this particular
amendment was dealt with in Parliament.
for some reason or another members felt
-and they were entitled to feel-that they
did not want an extension of Sunday
trading.

I think, however, that we should regard
this matter in a fair light. We must say
to ourselves, 'Can these places carry on
unless they are given some incentive to
do so?" Only last year the liquor tax was
increased by li per cent., and this addi-
tional burden will apply to those small

hotelkeepers to whom I have referred as
it will to every other hotelkeeper. In the
Goldfields area we aind that there are not
two hours set aside for Sunday trading but
four hours. Surely these businesses of
which I am speaking are just as entitled
to that little extra to help them pay their
additional tax and meet the rising costs.

It is possible that members representing
the West Province may object to the Naval
Base hotel being brought in. From my
observations, however, quite a lot of money
has been spent on that hotel in the last
few years. and I am sure that members
from that district will agree that it has
been converted from a dilapidated build-
ing into a decent and attractive one.
Surely these people are entitled to some
return on their capital; and the only way
they can possibly get it is by being per-
mitted this extra bit of Sunday trading.

If the members to whom I referred feel
that the Naval Ease hotel should not be
included in the Bill, they are quite com-
petent to move to have it excluded from
the provisions of the measure. If they are
fair, however, they would also see that the
Rockingham hotel should not be entitled
to Sunday trade, as it is only 18 miles
from the City of Fremantle. I appeal
to the members concerned to realise that
the Rockingham hotel has Sunday trad-
ing, and that this facility Is not pro-
vided elsewhere at the same distance.

I trust the House will give this matter
serious thought, and that members will
appreciate the position in which these
licensees in the hills areas find themselves.
They are doing a very good job; and if
they are given Sunday trading, they will
continue with the good work. They are
not shown any leniency at all. The police
do not let up in their vigilance, and these
people trade only between the normal
hours of 9 am. to 9 p.m. If they tried
to extend their trading hours they would
be in trouble, because the policeman from
Midland Junction is constantly on the
look-out to see that this is not done. They
have no chance whatever of making an
extra bit of money.

There are, however, quite a number of
places in the State that have after-hour
trading and also Sunday trading. I feel
sure that members will appreciate the
plight of these people, who are trying to
conduct decent establishments on a re-
stricted income. I trust the House will
support the Hill and allow it to go to
another Place so that some measure of
justice may be meted out to these people
who are doing such a good job for the
community in the hills. I move-

That the Bill be now read a sec-
ond time.

On motion by the Minister for Railways,
debate adjourned.
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BILL-LOCAL GOVERNMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Hon.
W. R. Hall in the Chair; Mon. J. D. Teahan
in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was re-
ported after Clause 110 had been agreed
to.

Clause lil-Authorised witnesses of ab-
sent votes:

Hon. G. C, MacKIMNON: I move an
amendmrnt-

That all the words after the word
"is" where second appearing in line 35.
Page 92, down to and including the
word "State", line 7, page 93. be struck
out, and the words "any person en-
rolled as an elector for the Legisla-
tive Assembly" inserted in lieu.

The clause sets out a considerable number
of qualifications which authorise a person
to witness absent-voting applications, the
last of which is that he must be an elector
of the State. An elector of the State em-
braces all the other people mentioned, and
I do not think it is necessary for them to
be named. I think it would be quite safe
if we said he should be an elector enrolled
for the Legislative Assembly. The quali-
fications are the same for the Common-
wealth Electoral Act and that has been
quite successful.

Hon. J. D. TEAHAN: The amendment
is an improvement on the wording in the
clause. It will facilitate postal voting, and
I have no objection to it.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I move an

amendment-
That the following words in lines

8 to 10, page 93, be struck out:-- "in
respect of a district or a ward in re-
spect of which the applicant is pro-
Posing to make the application."

These words are superfluous and the quali-
fications could end after the word "elec-
tion" in line 8, because if a person were
a candidate for an election on that par-
ticular day, regardless of whether it were
for that ward or not, it would be placing
him in an invidious position.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I would point out,
Mr. Chairman, that there are no copies of
this amendment available in the Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: The amendment is
not on the notice paper, and unfortunately
no copies have been handed around.

Amendment put and passed, the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 112-agreed to.

Clause 113-Improperly voting:

Hon. H.. C. MATTISKE: I move an
amendment-

That the word "absent" be inserted
before the word "voting" in line 9,
page 95.

I feel it would be desirable to insert the
word "absent" before the word "voting"
to make it consistent with the rest of the
clause.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM: I think
this paragraph applies to any person who
has an impairment of his sight. The pur-
pose of the paragraph is to assist such
a person when he goes into a polling
booth. I do not think it refers to postal
voters, and I hope the hon. member will
see that.

Hon. J. D. TEAHAN: I agree with Sir
Charles Latham. A person can accompany
another in order to assist him: and if the
word "absent" is added, it will preclude any
other case.

Hon. R. C. MATTISKE: I see the point
and ask leave to withdraw the amend-
m ent.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 114 to 132-agreed to.
Clause 133-Payments of expenses of

returning officer:
Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I move an amend-

inent-
That the words "as are prescribed

by the regulations" in lines 29 and
30, page 109, be struck out and the
words "'.prescribed in such scale" be
inserted in lieu.

I have moved this amendment in order
that some discussion may take place re-
garding fees, as I think this Committee
should deal with a schedule such as this.
In the Bill previously introduced in an-
other place there was a scale of lees, but
it has been omitted from the measure xve
are now considering. My contention is
that the scale of fees should be included
in the Bill rather than be prescribed by
regulation. We have had one Bill this
afternoon which dealt with a matter of
this nature, and left the officers of the
deps rtment concerned in a position to
work out for themselves the right fee to
be paid. I believe that is the function of
this Parliament. The scale of fees I sug-
gest, and which appears on the notice
paper, is as follows:-

Officer. Minimum Fee.
£E s. d.

(a) Returning Officer, where
the total number of elec-
tors registered on the
electoral roll-

Ci) does not exceed
2,000 .. . 5 5 0
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(ii) exceeds 2,000 but
not exceed 5,000 .... 8 8 0

(iii) exceeds 5,000 .... 12 12 0

(b) Deputy Returning Officer 5 5 0

(c) Presiding Officer (per
hour) ... .. ... 10 0

(d) Poll Clerk (per hour) .. 716

Whether those figures are acceptable to
members, I do not know. but I have no
objection to their being raised.

Hon. J, D. TEAHAN: I would like Mr.
Logan to say how he worked out this
scale. Was it based on State or Federal
election payments?

Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I have based the
fees on what was in the previous Bill, and
have tried to bring them into line with
today's costs. I think it is two years since
the original Bill was introduced. The fees
I have suggested may be too, low; the
fees in the previous Bill were higher than
those I1 am now suggesting. Members may
prefer to provide for something in be-
tween.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
hope the Committee will not insist upon
this amendment. I know that earlier in
the day the Committee insisted upon put-
ting certain charges into a Bill, However,
this will be an Act which will be dealt
with much more than the previous one,
and it costs a lot of money for a reprint-
ing. Local governing authorities all re-
ceive the "Government Gazette" and are
able to keep themselves Lp to date by not-
ing any alterations made to prescribed
fees. I would suggest, in the case of pre-
scribed fees, that all bodies which hold
elections try to strike a uniform rate; and,
in the case of State elections, fees are
prescribed in order to keep them in line
with present-day money values. I hope
the Committee will not insist that the
scale of fees be placed in this Bill, as they
could be altered every 12 months. It is
much easier for local authorities to keep
up to date from information contained in
the "Government Gazette."

Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I think the Min-
ister has the wrong idea in regard to this
amendment. The fees prescribed in this
case are minimum fees, and therefore a
local authority can pay either five guineas
or more. it would know the work entailed
in a particular election; and, where it does
not exceed 2.000 voters, the local authority
could pay five guineas or more, and so on.
It is not as though it is a set amount. if
there is a set fee under the Bill as it
stands, by regulation, the regulations
might not be altered frequently: nor would
those responsible for the regulations know
the difference in the work entailed for one
local authority as compared with another.
I1 think it better to prescribe a minimum
scale of fees and then leave it to the dis-
cretion of the local authority.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Noes

Majority against

... 12

Ayes.

lion. N. E. Baxter non. J. Murray
Non. L. C., Diver Hon. C. H. Simpson
Hon, A. F. Griffith Hon. F, D. WillmOtt
Hon. L. A. Logan Hon. J. Mv. Thomson
Hon. R. C. Mattiflt (reeitr.)

Noes.

Hon, E. M. Davies
lion. M. M. Heenan
Hon. Rh. F. Hutchison
Hon. 0. E, Jeffery
Hon, F- R. H. Lavery
Hon. 0. MacKin non

Ayes.

Bon. H4. L,. Roche
Ron. A. R. Jones

Hon. R. C. Strickland
Hon, J1. D. Teahanl
Hon. H. K. Watson
Hon. W, F. Willesee
Hon. F. J. a. Wise
Ron, Sir Chas. Latham

(T'eller.)

Fairs.
Noes.

Hon. 0. Fraser
Hon. J. J. Garrlgafl

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause Put and passed.
Clauses 134 to 157--agreed to.
Progress reported.

I-louse adjourned at 5.25 p).m.
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